Exploiting the Politics of “Need”: AGRA and the Gates Foundation
1. How are Africans characterized as “in need”?

a. Of policing  

i. AFRICOM

ii. US bases in Djibouti

iii. “save” Darfur, Somalia under Clinton

b. Of salvation

i. Missionaries

ii. Appeals of Western feminism, African women need saving from Islam, “traditional” oppressions, burden of work, and female genital mutilation

iii. From hunger and subsistence

c. Of food

i. Food aid

ii. Alternative of agricultural development funding

1. Green Revolution

a. Threat of communism/non-alignment

b. Scientific solution, based on oil-dependent farming style, in keeping with Rockefeller/Ford making their riches in oil-dependent industries

c. Impacts, both positive and negative

i. Increased debt and farmer suicides

ii. Environmental damage

d. New “needs” created: environmental repair, Africa “bypassed”

2. Alliance for a Green Revolution 

a. Still focused on increasing yield, identifies production as the problem

i. Soils “in need”

ii. Technologies and practices “in need” of modernity

b. Philanthro-capitalism

d. Of greater integration into global capital: Africa blighted by not being enough integrated into the world economy

2. How do AGRA and the Gates Foundation exploit this idea of “need”?

a. Urgent need for modernization and biotechnology in agriculture, need to solve hunger

i. not so much about documented benefits of these technologies: IAASTD didn’t find them so beneficial, and field trials have not shown success over conventional or organic seeds

ii. Bill Gates: “needs for productivity,” can’t afford to be critical because will hurt Africans

1. idea that something is better than nothing at all

2. urgent actions benefit global corporations like Monsanto, Syngenta

iii. Can’t wait around for organic or sustainable agriculture

b. Women’s need for advice

i. Lots of cropping systems that don’t fit “productivity” models—make them conform 

ii. Kofi Annan chair of AGRA—an elite man

iii. Difficult for women to travel, gain recognition and ownership of knowledge—to become “experts”

c. Need for money for extension


i. Need that was established by SAPs and policies touted by IFIs, gutted African countries’ abilities to fund extension

ii. What we see is a “lack,” which AGRA seeks to fill through infrastructure and development

d. Larger need for “development”

i. Systematically under-developed by Europe (Walter Rodney)

ii. Infra structural developments serve a number of purposes: says James Ferguson, in Lesotho found that roads showed that rural villages were the “market” rather than the “farm” in farm-to-market schemes—enabled imports to reach further, put more marginal farmers out of business

iii. Legitimizes structure of philanthropy which is rooted in deep structural inequality, legitimizes power and decision-making based in the Global North

3.  What are some alternative frameworks? What does Africa have? 
a. James Ferguson: not about Africa not being enough integrated into world economy—about historical and present relations that maintain enormous inequality

b.  Wealth 
i. of knowledge and biodiversity, preserved and practiced in situ by farmers who are largely women (but with potential to accrue corporate profits, patent under TRIPs)
ii.  mineral and agricultural resources for which African nations and peoples have never been fairly compensated
c. Demands 
i. made by African civil society orgs, networks and leaders for the Global North to repay its debts, eliminate subsidies and hypocrisy in policy 
ii.  international support for organic and biointensive agriculture, ability to provide formations/trainings in these methods 
iii. for food sovereignty 
iv. for endogenous development 
d. Resistance 
i. historically, to colonialism and oppression; to neo-colonialism; for democracy, rights 
ii. Barriers to GE and doubt about using a system of agriculture whose safety has not been established, and that has failed in the United States 
e.  Also dreams, hopes, and rights, which we don’t see when we look only at need 

